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Since 2018, the Ton Memorial School Sailung Foundation 
has continued Ton van den Brink’s dream to make 
education possible for all children in Sailung, Nepal - 
whether a child is poor or rich, religious or not and of low 
or high class. 

To place his inseparable bond with Nepal, we go back in 
time: about twenty years, when close friends adopt two 
children from Nepal. Ton builds a special bond with them 
and becomes fascinated by the culture and life in Nepal: 
the moment the children see their Nepalese family, Ton is 
there. He meets Krishna Shrestha, the brother of one of the 
adopted children. For years, Krishna has been committed 
to improving education in his hometown of Sailung. With 
teaching experience and a master's degree in Social 
Sciences, he founded the Kids Learning English School in 
2016 together with his wife Shanti. 

Ton is fascinated by the story and supports the educational 
activities in Sailung with love, openness and understanding 
together with the adoptive parents and other friends from 
the Netherlands. Later he decides to help the project up 
close and leaves twice, in 2014 and 2018, on a trip to 
Nepal. During his second visit, the unthinkable happens: 
Ton dies in the country's beloved mountains. In memory of 
Ton, friends and family founded the foundation to continue 
the work in his name and from his great heart.  

 THE STORY 

OUR MISSION 

In the Netherlands we regard education as a basic right; 

we can hardly imagine that education is lacking. Nepal 

has an almost unimaginable educational situation: until 

1951 it was even forbidden to go to school as an 'ordinary 

citizen'. From a solid, local base, we want to offer every 

child in Sailung - poor or rich, socially low or high class, 

whether or not religious - the opportunity to receive good 

education, in order to improve the social and economic 

situation in the region. 
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Sailung is located in eastern Nepal in the foothills of the 

Himalayas, about 120 kilometres from the capital Kathmandu. 

It takes no less than eight hours to reach the place and the 

nearest bus station is an approximated two-hour walk away. 

The conditions in remote Sailung - which largely depend on 

agriculture, livestock, and forestry - are not easy. Poverty and 

illiteracy are high and educational facilities are very limited. The 

school that Krishna and Shanti founded in 2016 - and nowadays 

bears the name 'Kids Learning English School, in the memory of 

Ton van den Brink' - is greatly appreciated by the locals. At the 

time of its foundation, there was already a government-funded 

school: however, education is so poor that parents prefer to 

send their children to Krishna's school. The demand from the 

region to admit children is growing fast and the current 

improvised school is no longer sufficient. 

 

THE SCHOOL 

o Provide assistance with the construction and furnishing 

of an earthquake-resistant school for education for 4 to 

18-year-olds, regardless of religion and social or 

economic background. 

o Provide financial support to individual students whose 

parents cannot afford the school contribution. 

o Establish specific actions to improve living conditions.  

o Supporting local initiatives to raise knowledge and  

living standards to a higher level. 

The project consists of 2 phases. Main steps in phase 1: 
✓ Preparation of construction area and land levelling: 

completed in spring 2020 
✓ Construction of eight classrooms: Oct 2020 - Aug 2021 
✓ Construction of sanitary facilities for students and 

teachers: May 2021 - July 2021 
✓ Purchase of school furniture: start September 2021 

 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We want to help boost education in Sailung by building 

a new school and providing individual support to the 

students. All the necessary issues surrounding the 

creation of the new school have now been formalized 

and the school is allowed to expand by one class each 

year. 

 

THE PROJECT 
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The launch of the new website has led directly to donations of up to several thousand euros. There are a few promising 
actions in the pipeline:  
 

• The foundation is at an advanced stage with the Wilde Ganzen; the prospects there are good. De Wilde Ganzen 
subsidize up to a maximum of 50% of the total amount collected. 

• Expansion of donors via new website and personal contacts. Prognosis: grow to € 600 per month this year (Q3). 

• Actions at Rotary club Uelsen-Coevorden via personal contact. € 2,500 has been promised with continuous contact 
for the next five years. 

• Rotary in Kathmandu through contact with the Dutch consul in Nepal.  

• Actions at companies in the network, via personal contacts of foundation members. 

• Unforeseen actions via warm contacts. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

FINANCE RISKS AND CIRCUMSTANCES 

Our focus is now on the first phase of construction 
through one-off donations and financial support for 
individual students through donations. Similar projects 
were visited during working visits of the foundation and 
discussions were held with architects and contractors. 
This resulted in tenders, with a budget of € 72,000 
ultimately determined for phase 1. Phase 2 will cost 
another € 50,000 according to initial estimates. 
  
Since its inception, we have started collecting money for 
phase 1 of construction and supporting individual 
students. Private donations bring in € 400 per month, 
with a five-year commitment. Some actions at Rotary and 
churches, among others, have raised € 20,000. 
 
 

We are aware of the following scenarios that may slow down 
the process:  
 
➢ During the rainy season (June to September) it is 

impossible to drive materials to Sailung by truck. Even 
during the dry season, this can be challenging.  

➢ Main risk 2020: current lockdown in Nepal and the ban 
on travel because of the corona virus. It is unclear when 
regional construction workers can return to work. Local 
builders have been contacted and are willing to do the 
project: there is a low risk that they want to take on 
other projects sooner. 

 

FINANCING 
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More and more children go to school with the help of our donors. 

Contribute to the construction of a new school and the growth of the 

education offered: big or small, we are very grateful for all the 

support for the students in Sailung. Poor or rich, socially low or high 

class, whether or not religious: everyone has the right to good 

education. 

 

SUPPORT US WITH YOUR 
DONATION  

 
 

You can donate once, but also monthly. You 

may choose what the money is spent on: buy a 

meal for the whole class, give a school uniform, 

or donate the monthly salary of a teacher.  

You can make a difference for a child of parents 

who cannot afford the contribution for as little 

as € 25 per month: with your help, he or she 

can still go to school.       

 

 
 

Donate easily via the online weblink or contact us: we will work 

together to find the way that suits you. 

 
 

HELP BUILD OUR FUTURE! 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click here & 
donate easily 

online! 
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QUESTIONS  
AND / OR 

SUGGESTIONS? 
SEND US A MESSAGE! 

Mailing address: 

Korenschoofstraat 101, 

3513 DE, Utrecht 

 

info@sailung.nl 

www.sailung.nl  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

✓ The Ton Memorial School Sailung Foundation has been registered with the 

Chamber of Commerce since 9 November 2018 under number: 73065803 

 

 The foundation has ANBI status with tax number RSIN 8593 40 764 

 

✓ Bank account NL54ABNA0840364423 BIC code: ABNANL2A  

 in the name of Stichting Ton Memorial School Sailung 

 

✓ School building budgets are available on request 

 

✓ The board of the foundation (which works without remuneration) 

 consists of: 

Chairman Jeannet Diteweg 

Treasurer Jan Schouw 

Secretary Anne van den Brink  
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